Dave Roper Sustainable Citizen Award 

The mission of Sustainable Blacksburg (SB) is to preserve and enhance sustainable living in Blacksburg and environs by promoting clean energy, smart growth and mobility, ecological integrity, social equity, and reduction of waste (especially carbon emissions and pollution).  
To recognize individuals who have assisted in accomplishing this mission within the New River Valley, in 2025 SB established the Dave Roper Sustainable Citizen Award to be given on an annual basis in recognition of a community member who has gone above and beyond in their sustainability work, creating new paths and bringing people together. 
Our inaugural recipient and namesake of the award, Dave Roper, has been a key part of sustainability initiatives in our community. His efforts have included:
o   One of the original founders of Sustainable Blacksburg and Sustainability Week
o   Early citizen advocate for the Town to take action on climate
o   Mayor's Task Force on Climate Protection and Sustainability
o   Tireless advocate for composting, electric vehicles and solar in the community   
o   Designed the Roper Solar Greenhouse at the Hale Community Garden

Nominees must be 18 or older and current residents of the New River Valley. Self-nominations are accepted. The review committee reserves the right to reach out to nominators and/or nominees to confirm submission information. 
The award winner will be recognized at SB’s annual Listening Session in January and will have the opportunity to choose one of the winners from qualified applications submitted for SB’s spring grant cycle.
Members of SB’s Board of Directors are not eligible for the award.
Nomination for Sustainable Blacksburg Dave Roper Sustainable Citizen Award



To submit your nomination for the Dave Roper Sustainable Citizen Award, return this form by December 5, 2025 to sustainableblacksburgva@gmail.com using the subject, “Dave Roper Award Nomination” 




1. Name of nominator: 
2. Email and phone number of nominator: 
3. Name of nominee: 
4. Email and phone number of nominee:  
 

5. Background: Please provide general background information for the nominee.  
Who are they? How are they connected to Blacksburg? (Limit 200 words) 

 
 
How would you describe the nominee? Feel free to use three adjectives or to write a longer statement on their character (Limit 200 words) 
 

6. Impact: How has the nominee made the New River Valley more sustainable? Why are you nominating them for the Dave Roper Sustainable Citizen Award? (Limit 500 words) 
 

7. Support: Please insert or attach any supporting materials that demonstrate the impact that the nominee has had on the community (news articles, photos of their work, etc.) 

 
8. Is there anything else you’d like to say about the nominee? (Limit 500 words) 
 

